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Close the Loop: Internet Scavenger Hunt 
 
GRADES 4-5 
 
OVERVIEW: 
Students will learn how to use the internet to find answers to their SOLID WASTE and 
RECYCLING questions 
Students will record the answers to their search questions and cite sources in proper MLA 
format. 
 
DURATION: 
 30 - 40 Minutes 
 
VOCABULARY: 
Provide students with a copy of the Save Organic Scraps Glossary of Terms  
 
MATERIALS: 
Each student should have internet access for this activity. Create groups of 2-3 students if 
computers are limited. You may wish to preload the stations with the recommended 
websites. 
 
WORKSHEETS &  HANDOUTS: 
Close the Loop: Internet Scavenger Hunt 
 
PROCEDURE: 
Provide each student (or group) with a worksheet.  
 
Review the MLA format for citing internet sources: 

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization 
affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you 
accessed the site [electronic address]. 

 
Students will explore the websites provided and use search engines provided by your 
school to answer questions about landfills and solid waste. 
 
Recommended websites to use for activity: 
http://www.recyclextreme.com 
http://www.clark.wa.gov/recycle 
http://www.clark.wa.gov/recycle/recyclingA-Z.html 
 
You may wish to use this activity to explain to students the different domain names they 
will encounter in research, and how to determine if a website is credible. 
(.edu=education, .gov=government, .com=commercial) 
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ASSESSMENT: 
Ask students to share their answers, completing or correcting information using the 
ÒBackground Information for Teachers: Connections from the Cafeter ia to the 
ClassroomÓ and/ or ÒSolid Waste in Clark CountyÓ PowerPoint. 
 
You may also wish to ask students to share their search techniques, such as keywords. 
 
EXTENSIONS: 
1) Have students use http://www.recyclextreme.com or http://www.clark.wa.gov/recycle 
to locate additional resource activities and arrange for a classroom waste audit, 
Enviroscape Landfill demonstration, Puppet Show or other outreach program to visit the 
school. 
 
2) Ask students to create their own questions about recycling and composting and submit 
the questions on the discussion board at http://www.recyclextreme.com for a Clark 
County Solid Waste Specialist to answer. Share the answers with your class. 
 
3) Have students use the Energy Information Association website kids page 
http://www.eia.doe.gov/kids/energyfacts  or the Environmental Protection Agency 
website kids page http://www.epa.gov/kids/ to create their own web-based worksheet for 
classmates, or research a given topic in groups for a classroom presentation. 
Sample topics: 

1. How does a modern sanitary landfill differ from an open dump? Why do people 
care about managing landfills? How can they affect the environment? 

2. Discuss 5 items that we find in landfills today that you would not have seen in a 
dump 100 year ago. Explain how these items might effect the environment. 

3. What is leachate and what happens to it in a modern landfill? How might leachate 
affect groundwater? 

4. Are any of the materials put in a landfill hazardous? What are alternative ways to 
dispose of hazardous materials? 

5. What is biodegradability and does it occur in a modern landfill? 
6. What will happen to a landfill site after it closes? 
7. Research 3 websites that you show how to compost. Include one site that shows 

how to build a compost bin. Demonstrate to your class how to begin composting 
at home or school. 
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Close the Loop: Internet Scavenger Hunt 
 
 INSTRUCTIONS:  
Use the internet links and search engines provided by your teacher to research and answer 
the following questions. 
 

1) How many pounds of solid waste per person go to a landfill from Clark County 
each day? 

 
2) If __________ people stopped their junk mail, we could save up to _________ 

trees annually.  
 

3) How much garbage does the average baby produce every year? _______ton(s). 
 

4) How many pound of food waste does the average American produce every year? 
______ 

 
5) Recycling _____aluminum can saves enough energy to run a laptop computer for 

____hours. 
 

6) ___________ make up the largest part (about 40%) of our trash. 
 

7) The highest point in Ohio is said to be“Mount Rumpke,” which is a “mountain” 
made up of __________. 

 
8) Americans throw away about _____% of the food they buy, equivalent to 

__________ shopping bags full of food going into the landfill. 
 

9) Americans throw away ___________ newspapers everyday. That’s the same as 
dumping __________ trees into landfills each week 

 
10) Paper products use at least _____ percent of the world’s annual commercial wood 

harvest. Draw a pie graph to represent the percentage of  trees converted into 
paper products. 

 
Make sure to cite each website you visit using the MLA format: 

Name of Site. Date of Posting/Revision. Name of institution/organization 
affiliated with the site (sometimes found in copyright statements). Date you 
accessed the site [electronic address]. 

1) 
 
2) 
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Watch the Eco-Clips videos on the Recyclextreme website and answer the following 
questions: 
 
Street Skating 
1) _________ is nature’s way of recycling. 
 
2) ______ scraps and _____ mixed together naturally ______ and create compost. 
 
3) _____% of the waste in Clark County can be composted. 
 
Mountain Biking 
4) The fleece vest worn by the mountain biker is made from recycled _______________. 
 
5) The biker’s water bottle is made from recycled ___________________.  
 
6) Recycling saves _______ and ________. 
 
Kite Surfing 
7) Compost holds________ better in soil to prevent runoff. 
 
Park Skating 
8) Burning energy uses _________ like coal, oil and gas. 
 
9) Recycling a 1 foot stack of __________can heat a house for a day. 
 
10) Recycling 6 __________ saves enough energy to run a car 5 miles. 
 
Snow Boarding 
11) Manmade gases from transportation and garbage trap heat and make temperatures go 
up. Composting keeps food scraps out of landfills where they can decay and create 
_________ gases like _______. 
 
12) Circle the items that can be composted in the green SOS bins, and put an “X” on the 
items that go in the trash. 
 
Paper  Mystery Meat  Orange Peels  French Fries 
 
Silverware  Plastic Cups  Paper Napkins  Apple Cores 
 
Paper Lunch Sack  Banana Peel  Salad Scraps  Carrots 
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EALR CONNECTIONS 
 
READING: 
2. The student understands the meaning of what is read.  
2.1 comprehend important ideas and details  
2.2 expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information and 
ideas 
2.3 think critically and analyze author's use of language, style, purpose, and perspective 
3. The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.  
3.1 read to learn new information 
WRITING: 
1. The student writes clearly and effectively.  
1.2 use style appropriate to the audience and purpose  
COMMUNICATION: 
1. The student uses listening and observation skills to gain understanding.  
1.1 focus attention  
1.2 listen and observe to gain and interpret information  
1.3 check for understanding by asking questions and paraphrasing 
2. The student communicates ideas clearly and effectively.  
2.2 develop content and ideas  
2.4 use effective language and style 
2.5 effectively use action, sound, and/or images to support presentations 
3. The student uses communication strategies and skills to work effectively with others.  
3.1 use language to interact effectively and responsibly with others  
3.2 work cooperatively as a member of a group  
3.3 seek agreement and solutions through 
4. The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of formal and informal 
communication.  
4.3 analyze mass communication 
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OSPI ENVIRONMENTAL/ SUSTAINABIL ITY GUIDELINES: 
 
EE Goal I. The student will develop knowledge about the components of the 
environment and understand their  interactions within natural systems.  
Objective C: The student will evaluate interactions occurring between humans and the 
environment.  
Objective D: The student will examine the implications of resource conservation.  
EE Goal II. The student will understand how social and natural systems are 
fundamental in supporting our lives, economy, and emotional well-being.  
Objective B: The student will investigate the relationship between a viable economy and 
responsible use of natural resources.  
Objective D: The student will examine the role that cultural values plays in how people relate to 
the environment.  
Objective B: The student will understand how ideas and technology can influence the natural and 
built environment.  
EE Goal III. The student will recognize how individual decisions and actions impact 
the environment.  
Objective A: The student will investigate how individuals can shape and influence cultural 
interactions with the environment.  
Objective B: The student will analyze how personal decisions and actions alter the outcomes of 
environmental topics.  
EE Goal IV. The student will develop and utilize the knowledge and skills necessary 
for cooperative action to maintain or enhance the environment.  
Objective A: The student will evaluate the usefulness of effective communication and 
participation in resolution of environmental topics.  
Objective B: The student will evaluate historical and contemporary interactions between 
governments (local, state, and national) and interest groups in environmental policymaking.  
Objective D: The student will actively participate in seeking sound scientific information and 
participate in developing and applying this information for solving environmental problems. 


