Save Organic Scraps: Connections from the Cafeteria to the Classroom

Waste Not in School

GRADES 2-5

OVERVIEW:

Students will recognize the various REUSE and RECYCLE programs available in their
school.

Students will recognize the S.O.S. (Save Organic Scraps) Program as a recycling
program under the 4" R, ROT.

Students may recognize additional recycling programs that can be implemented at their
school. Students may implement new programs.

Students will understand the importance of the 4 R’s and how their daily actions impact
the ENVIRONMENT.

DURATION:
30 — 45 Minutes

VOCABULARY:
Compost
Decomposer
Environment
Landfill

Natural resource
Nutrient

Reduce

Reuse

Recycle

Rot

S.0.S. Program

MATERIALS:
OBackground Information for Teachers: Connections from the Cafeteriato the
ClassroomQand/ or O®lid Wastein Clark CountyOPowerPoint

PROCEDURE:

The “Waste Not in Washington” Bill (ESHB 1671) passed into law in 1989, states in
Section 54, “Each public school shall implement a waste reduction and recycling
program conforming to guidelines developed by the office.” (Program Guidelines are
available from Department of Ecology, “How to Make Waste Reduction and Recycling
Happen in Your School”).

Additional information is also available here:
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/pubs/fwrrlc91109.pdf
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http://www.ecy.wa.gov/biblio/fwrrlc91109.html

Make a list of the various recycling programs in your school prior to beginning the
lesson.

Stress that the 4 Rs are so important that laws have been written about them. Emphasize
that these laws specifically address the actions students take in school and that students
have an impact on the environment every day.

If the class has not previously viewed the CBolid Waste in Clark CountyOPowerPoint
please show the PowerPoint at this time.

Ask students to discuss why they think the 4Rs are so important. Ask them to list reasons
and give examples of how SOLID WASTE can impact the ENVIRONMENT.

Using a white board or overhead projector to record answers, brainstorm with your
students about the recycling programs available in your school.

Discuss how recycling is part of our daily lives. A school waste reduction and recycling
program saves energy, conserves NATURAL RESOURCES, preserves LANDFILL
space, reduces pollution, and protects the ENVIRONMENT.

Assess which materials that the school purchases that are REUSABLE or
RECYCLABLE. What are some items that have been reduced to save money or
resources? You may wish to focus on one area of the school, such as the main office or
art class.

The inventory list below includes example RECYCLABLE MATERIALS found in
schools:

Lined paper, computer paper, workbooks, magazines, newsprint, construction paper,
cardboard, food scraps, napkins.

Ask students how they participate in each recycling program in your school.

Ask a student to describe the steps they follow in the Save Organic Scraps (S.0.S.)
Program in the lunch room each day. additionally, you may want to eat lunch in the
classroom together and discuss the items on the lunch trays or lunch bags, or walk
through the S.O.S. line together.

Reiterate the importance of conserving RESOURCES and explain how food is a resource
and by recycling it into a useful product like NUTRIENT rich COMPOST less of the
resource is wasted in landfills.
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ASSESSMENT:

After presenting this lesson make it a part of your everyday classroom habits to discuss
the recycling programs you use in your school. Questions students about the importance
of what they do in the S.O.S. program after lunch period, ask students what happens to
the paper they collect in the classroom recycling bins and encourage students to show and
tell ways they REDUCE, REUSE. RECYCLE or ROT during the school day or at home.

Incorporate a daily or weekly recognition system for students who understand the
importance of their actions and can share these ideas with other students in show and tell.

EXTENSIONS:

1) Review the award program developed by the Department of Ecology to determine if
your school could implement a program and receive a monetary award for your level of
waste reduction and recycling. Start a classroom project.

http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/swfa/terryvhusseman.html

2) Discuss post consumer products and how to look for the post consumer % on
packaging labels when making a purchasing decision. Challenge students to make a list
of items from home or create a list of purchases for a given timeframe to share in class.
Alternately, students could bring examples of items made with post consumer materials
for show and tell. Incentives could be awarded for most items found and/or highest
percentage post consumer material found.

3) Research and make posters to inform other students of ways they can reduce the
garbage in their school lunch every day.

Use the following links for reference:

http://www.reduce.org/

4) When working with percentages these figures can be represented on a pie graph or
other chart or manipulative to help students understand the parts to the whole.
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EALR CONNECTIONS

SCIENCE:

1. The student understands and uses scientific concepts and principles.

1.1 use properties to identify, describe, and categorize substances, materials, and objects,
and use characteristics to categorize living things

1.2 recognize the components, structure, and organization of systems and the
interconnections within and among them

1.3 understand how interactions within and among systems cause changes in matter and
energy

3. The student understands the nature and contexts of science and technology.

3.1 understand the nature of scientific inquiry; apply knowledge and skills of science and
technology to design solutions to human problems or meet challenges

3.2 know that science and technology are human endeavors, interrelated to each other, to
society, and to the workplace

SOCIAL STUDIES:

CIVICS

2. The student analyzes the purposes and organization of government and laws.

2.2 understand the function and effect of law

4. The student understands the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and the principles
of democratic civic involvement.

4.1 understand individual rights and their accompanying responsibilities

4.3 explain how citizen participation influences public policy

GEOGRAPHY

3. The student observes and analyzes the interaction between people, the environment,
and culture.

3.1 identify and examine people's interaction with and impact on the environment

3.2 analyze how the environment and environmental changes affect people

3.3 examine cultural characteristics, transmission, diffusion, and interaction.

HISTORY

3. The student understands the origin and impact of ideas and technological
developments on history and social change.

3.1 explain the origin and impact of an idea on society

3.2 analyze how historical conditions shape the emergence of ideas and how ideas change
over time

3.3 understand how ideas and technological developments influence people, resources,
and culture

ECONOMICS

1. The student understands basic economic concepts and analyzes the effect of economic
systems on individuals, groups, and society.

1.1 comprehend key economic concepts and economic systems

1.4 examine how governmental policies influence the economy
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READING:

2. The student understands the meaning of what is read.

2.1 comprehend important ideas and details

2.2 expand comprehension by analyzing, interpreting, and synthesizing information and
ideas

3. The student reads different materials for a variety of purposes.

3.1 read to learn new information

COMMUNICATION:

1. The student uses listening and observation skills to gain understanding.

1.1 focus attention

1.2 listen and observe to gain and interpret information

1.3 check for understanding by asking questions and paraphrasing

3. The student uses communication strategies and skills to work effectively with others.
3.1 use language to interact effectively and responsibly with others

3.2 work cooperatively as a member of a group

4. The student analyzes and evaluates the effectiveness of formal and informal
communication. (extension)

4.3 analyze mass communication

MATH:

1. The student understands and applies the concepts and procedures of mathematics

1.1 understand and apply concepts and procedures from number sense

5. The student understands how mathematical ideas connect within mathematics, to other
subject areas, and to real-life situations.

5.2 relate mathematical concepts and procedures to other disciplines

5.3 relate mathematical concepts and procedures to real-life situations

ARTS:

2. The student applies the creative process with arts knowledge and skills to reason and
solve problems.

2.1 use the senses to gather and process information

2.2 generate and analyze solutions to problems using creativity and imagination

3. The student uses at least one of the art forms

(visual arts, music, drama, and/or dance) to communicate ideas and feelings.
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OSPI ENVIRONMENTAL/ SUSTAINABILITY GUIDELINES:

EE Goal I. The student will develop knowledgeabout the components of the
environment and under stand their interactionswithin natural systems.

Objective C: The student will evaluate interactions occurring between humans and the
environment.

Objective D: The student will examine the implications of resource conservation.

EE Goal II. The student will understand how social and natural systemsare
fundamental in supporting our lives, economy, and emotional well-being.

Objective D: The student will examine the role that cultural values plays in how people relate to
the environment.

EE Goal III. The student will recognize how individual decisons and actions impact
the environment.

Objective A: The student will investigate how individuals can shape and influence cultural
interactions with the environment.

EE Goal IV. The student will develop and utilize the knowledge and skills necessary
for cooperative action to maintain or enhance the environment.

Objective B: The student will evaluate historical and contemporary interactions between
governments (local, state, and national) and interest groups in environmental policymaking.
Objective C: The student will investigate how involvement in political and legal processes is
paramount to resolving environmental topics.
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